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Jean-Philippe Fusier, owner and ceo of MTB Recycling (France)
Obviously, only one can kick off Recycling International’s Top 100. When it comes inspiring others - within 
and beyond the sector - this entrepreneur has certainly won his spurs.

Fusier is mostly known as a recycling machinery producer operating under the same MTB brand name. But, as with 
most equipment suppliers, MTB began as a scrap recycler and today manufacture and scrap recycling still go hand in 
hand. Based in Trept, east of Lyon, Fusier and his dedicated team process some 50 000 tonnes of non-ferrous per 
year, mainly copper and aluminium cable.
We see Fusier as a visionary and innovative recycler, rather than motivated by making ever more money. What drives 
him is helping to create a healthy environment for future generations and to secure the future of his company. In 
recent economic rough years and challenging scrap market conditions, Fusier had the guts to invest EUR 17 million in 
a new facility to ramp up production and shredding capacity.
The eco-design plant delivers 80% of the required electrical supply thanks to solar panels and a series of batteries. 
MTB also has a fleet of electric vehicles along with a sports hall, canteen and greenhouses for employees to enjoy 
some gardening during their lunch hour.
Fusier is patron of the SeaCleaners association, founded in 2016 by French ecological adventurer Yves Bourgnon to 
eliminate ocean plastic pollution. MTB is a technical partner of the foundation’s Manta project. The sailing ship Manta 
can be best described as a floating plastics recycling facility and research lab. The vessel is due to be deployed in the 
coastal waters of the Mediterranean in 2022-23.
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Surendra Borad Patawari, founder and ceo of 
Gemini Corporation (Belgium/India)
‘Recycling is my passion, recycling is my life,’ said Borad Patawari 

in January 2020 at the International Electronics Recycling Congress after 
having received the congress’ honorary award in recognition of his lifetime’s 
work in the sourcing, processing and reuse of raw materials.
Patawari founded Gemini in 1989 and the company has grown into an inter-
national sourcing and supply organisation with operations spanning more 
than 40 countries. The product portfolio at Gemini includes core divisions of 
plastics, steel, rubber and paper.
Besides being a successful businessman, Patawari is also known for his com-
mitment to creating a social impact through multiple long-term initiatives in 
India. He has adopted 11 Indian villages to support their medical needs; 
built and operates two schools for 400 students; and supports the planting 
and maintenance of more than 100 000 trees. Patawari is also a respected 
contributor to the market updates in this magazine.

Johanna Leshabane, founder of Bophelo 
Recycling (South Africa)
The South African entrepreneur describes Bophelo Recycling as a 

‘waste buy-back centre’ that collects recyclable PET plastic from informal 
settlements, households and schools in the Ermelo region. Leshabane built 
her business from the ground up and now has 11 full-time staff and 20 part-
time waste pickers. The company has collected over 45 tonnes of plastic 
scrap since it launched in 2017 and the founder cites a 79% increase in col-
lection volumes since it opened its doors. She says the power of a grass-
roots enterprise like hers, employing local people and teaching them practi-
cal skills, is vital in developing nations across Africa. ‘I hope to expand oper-
ations to other towns and rural settlements in the coming months. I want to 
teach more people how they can start their own recycling business.’
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